
      

FMSIB 1 3/11/11 

FREIGHT MOBILITY STRATEGIC INVESTMENT BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

 March 11, 2011 

Kent, WA 

 

Board members present:  Ms. Pati Otley, Chair; Mr. Cliff Benson; Mr. John Creighton; Mr. Dave Edler; Mr. 

Terry Finn; Mr. Brian Ziegler; Mr. Larry Paulson; Mr. Paul Ingiosi; and Ms. Rebecca Francik. 

 

WELCOME:  Chair Pati Otley opened the meeting with introductions. 

 

MINUTES:  Mr. Cliff Benson moved and Mr. Terry Finn seconded the motion to adopt the January 21, 2011 

minutes. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

FMSIB BUDGET:  Director Karen Schmidt reviewed the operating budget pointing out that board meeting 

locations are scheduled at minor or no-cost meeting facilities.  Director Schmidt also explained the equipment 

expense for two new computers and the increased WSDOT services being used by FMSIB.  The Director also 

explained FMSIB is scheduled for another audit which is on a 2-year schedule; and reviewed the completion 

status and financial status on FMSIB projects.  Director Schmidt reviewed the UP interest chart noting the low 

interest growth in the month of December and the spike in January. 

 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  The Director Schmidt discussed the Senate and House Transportation Committee 

presentations on FMSIB; explained no further furlough days will be required since FMSIB has reached the 

required savings; discussed the number of freight bills in the Legislature; and reviewed a request brought to 

FMSIB by Senator Ericksen on Cherry Point.  The Director explained a state transportation plan being proposed 

by WSDOT, a Future of Freight meeting, and a PNW Supply Chain Summit.  With the freeze on contracting 

out, the Director discussed the availability to acquire a half FTE on a project basis as an alternative to 

contracting out. 

 

BOARD MEMBERS REPORTS:  

 

Seattle Freight Advisory Committee:  Mr. Finn reported on the Seattle Freight Advisory Board established by 

Mayor McGinn.  Mr. Finn who is a member of the Board explained the first task of the Board was consideration 

of a program called “complete streets” to be applied to two major truck routes, East Marginal Way and Airport 

Way.  The Advisory Board made a recommendation to delay any decision, but the Mayor’s response to the 

recommendation was that it is has been decided.   Mr. Creighton added comment about the Port of Seattle’s 

concerns on this issue.  The Port is scheduling a freight panel on March 29. 

 

VEBA:  Mr. Finn, Administrative Subcommittee chair, discussed the need for an agency policy on the VEBA 

(Voluntary Employees’ Beneficiary Association) issue.  The Director explained the program offered to 

employees eligible for retirement and FMSIB staff participation.   Mr. Paulson stated that this program is a 

standard part of their benefit package for the Port employees.   

 

Mr. Finn read the policy in the form of a motion as follows:  The Freight Mobility Strategic Investment Board 

will offer the post retirement medical expense plan option for the eligible employees to consider.  The Freight 

Mobility Strategic Investment Board will define the eligible employees prior to the beginning of each year or 

designated time period.  Since the defined group consists of fewer than five employees, those eligible employees 
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will join the small agency voting pool conducted by the Office of Financial Management (OFM).  Mr. Paulson 

seconded the motion.   

MOTION CARRIED  

 

PSRC:   Mr. Cliff Benson stated that PSRC is working on 2040 prioritizations and explained there was 

discussion of a proposal to increase the Board from 16 to 20 giving more authority to Seattle and King County 

with more representation on the Board. 

 

Future of Freight:  Mr. Benson shared a brochure from the event outlining the different scenarios:  Naftastique, 

one world order, world trade, and technology.  Mr. Finn discussed the premise of the event was to try to predict 

the future and get some sort of plan for alternatives to confront the future.   

 

Port of Moses Lake:  Mr. John Creighton explained Port of Seattle working with the Port of Moses Lake on a 

cooperative effort between the two ports. 

 

PNW Supply Chain Summit:  Mr. Creighton distributed a handout of the SeaTac Westside Freight Corridor.   

 

Congressional Meeting in SW WA:  Mr. Paulson first announced his retirement as Executive Director of the 

Port of Vancouver in April of 2012.  He also discussed the opportunity to speak to both the House and Senate 

Transportation Committees, meeting with Chairman Mica including Congresswoman Herrera-Beutler.    

Chairman Mica discussed programmatic/policy issues during the meeting.  The discussion was not project 

driven.  Mr. Paulson is planning a trip to Washington, D.C. as well. 

 

PROJECT UPDATES:  Director Schmidt discussed the status on the Yakima project; Freya Street Bridge 

refund expected as final bills come in; closing the books on the Granite Falls project and working with 

Snohomish County; Pierce County Canyon Road projects;  Strander Blvd in Renton; Kent projects; and the 

ARGO project.  

 

WSDOT FREIGHT PROJECTS:  Mr. Ziegler made a PowerPoint presentation on the WSDOT projects 

submitted to FMSIB for endorsement and support.  Mr. Ziegler explained the projects and the Project Selection 

Committees recommendations.  The Committee recommended all the highway projects be adopted and three of 

the six rail projects not be adopted:  Northern Columbia Basin, Seattle-Blaine rail corridor upgrades, and route 

to Grays Harbor. 

 

Mr. Ziegler moved and Mr. Benson seconded the motion for the Board to adopt the WSDOT projects on the list 

as recommended by the Project Selection Committee.  Mr. Ziegler read the following information from the 

spreadsheet:  The Freight Mobility Strategic Investment Board has evaluated and adopted these WSDOT Freight 

Projects as having successfully satisfied the Freight Criteria acknowledged by RCW 47.06A as the standard for 

determining strategic freight projects.  The Board supports the funding and construction of these projects based 

upon the freight benefits they will produce.  Chair Otley proposed amending the motion language to include this 

statement.  Mr. Ziegler moved and Mr. Benson seconded the motion as amended. 

MOTION CARRIED 

  

STRANDER BLVD. PROJECT:  Mr. Richard Perteet, Mr. Greg Zimmerman, and Mr. Bob Hanson gave a 

PowerPoint presentation on the project explaining the various Phases, the next steps for the project, and the 

schedule.  No Board action is required on the project at this time. 

 



      

FMSIB 3 3/11/11 

KENT PROJECTS:  Mayor Suzette Cooke, Mr. Tim LaPorte, Chad Bieren, Mark Madfai, and Mark Howlett 

briefed the Board on the history and the status of the three Kent projects:  228
th

, Willis Street, and 212
th

. 

 

SOUTH SOUND TRANSPORTATION COALITION:  Mr. Wayne Snoey, a Covington Councilmember and 

the Chair of the South County Area Transportation Board, explained the issues the coalition is involved in such 

as the maintenance of streets and the impact to freight if there are no dollars for maintaining the streets in the 

south county communities.  Mr. Snoey gave the Board a handout of the coalition’s legislative agenda and spoke 

of their study of the maintenance issues.  The Coalition wants to be a part of the discussions and the solutions.  

Mr. Snoey stated that there are no dollars in Olympia and there is a need to raise new dollars. 

 

TATS:  Ms. Kell McAboy and Mr. Don Sandahl, gave a PowerPoint presentation and briefed the Board on the 

high points of the study and recommendation; outlined the projects included in the TATS area; and discusses the 

overall costs.  The study also looked at the sequencing and the logical steps to implement.  They considered how 

the projects are grouped together.  A presentation to the Freight Mobility Roundtable is scheduled for April 1.  

Mr. Ziegler suggested meetings with area legislators may be beneficial. 

 

TransNow PROPOSAL:  Ms. Nancy Nihan, Professor at the University of Washington, discussed a proposal 

for a video conference class and the development of the West Coast Freight Institute.  The focus of the class is 

teaching the basics of transportation and freight to more people.  Ms. Nihan outlined the basic theory of 

establishing a course that is adaptable to each group type.  Ms. Nihan approached the Board about volunteer 

support from the Board members or their organizations to donate an hour of time to the program or dollar 

contributions are fine as well.  Mr. Finn stated this would be more of an “in-kind” commitment instead of Board 

action.  Ms. Nihan will contact the Director for a list of those Board members interested in participating.  Mr. 

Steve Holtgeerts and Ms. Rebecca Francik indicated interest. 

 

FUTURE MEETINGS:  Mr. Ziegler moved and Mr. Creighton seconded the motion that the next FMSIB 

Board meeting be held in Pasco, WA on May 13, 2011. 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 12:55 PM.    

 

     
__________________________                   _________________________________ 

Pati Otley     Attest: Karen Schmidt  

Chair                   Executive Director      

  

 

 

 

 


